
Heartland Tornado Policy 
 

Warning Systems 
Tornado Watch - Tornadoes are likely to occur in the watch area. Be ready to act quickly and take 
shelter, and check supply kits. Monitor radio and television stations for more information. 

Tornado Warning - Imminent threat - A tornado has been sighted in the area or has been indicated 
by radar. Take shelter immediately. 

 

If a tornado watch is called for your area, it may be on the other side of the county.  The site 
administrator should evaluate the situation and using utmost caution, determine whether to suspend 
games or continue.  Either team has the authority to suspend the games with no repercussions. 

If a tornado warning is called in your area, take cover immediately.  Players should not be allowed to 
leave the area in a car on their own.  They must either be released to a parent or seek shelter in the 
designated safe area until the danger has passed before being allowed to leave on their own. 

An underground area, such as a basement or storm cellar, provides the best protection from a 
tornado. If an underground shelter is unavailable, consider the following: 

 Seek a small interior room or hallway on the lowest floor possible 
 Stay away from doors, windows, and outside walls 
 Stay in the center of the room, and avoid corners because they attract debris 
 Rooms constructed with reinforced concrete, brick or block with no windows and a heavy 

concrete floor or roof system overhead 
 Avoid auditoriums, cafeterias and gymnasiums that have flat, wide-span roofs. 

Personnel should also be aware of what to do if caught outdoors when a tornado is threatening. 
Seek shelter in a basement or a sturdy building. If one is not within walking distance, try to drive in a 
vehicle, using a seat belt, to the nearest shelter. If flying debris is encountered while in a vehicle, 
there are two options: 1) staying in the vehicle with the seat belt on, keeping your head below the 
windows and covering it with your hands or a blanket, 2) if there is an area which is noticeable lower 
than the roadway, lie in that area and cover your head with your hands. 


